MICHIGAN RECORDING REQUIREMENTS
RECORDING REQUIREMENTS (EXCERPT)
Act 103 of 1937
565.201 Requirements for recording with register of deeds.
Sec 1.
(1) An instrument executed after October 29, 1937 by which the title to or any interest in real
estate is conveyed, assigned, encumbered, or otherwise disposed of shall not be received for
record by the register of deeds of any county of this state unless that instrument complies with
each of the following requirements:
(a) The name of each person purporting to execute the instrument is legibly printed,
typewritten, or stamped beneath the original signature or mark of the person.
(b) A discrepancy does not exist between the name of each person as printed,
typewritten or stamped beneath their signature and the name as recited in the acknowledgment
or jurat on the instrument.
(c) The name of any notary public whose signature appears upon the instrument is
legibly printed, typewritten, or stamped upon the instrument immediately beneath the signature
of that notary public.
(d) The address of each of the grantees in each deed of conveyance or assignment of
real estate, including the street number address if located within territory where street
addresses are in common use, or, if not, the post office address, is legibly printed, typewritten,
or stamped on the instrument.
(e) If the instrument is executed before April 1, 1997, each sheet of the instrument is all
of the following:
(i) Typewritten or printed in type not smaller than 8-point size.
(ii) Not more than 8 ½ by 14 inches.
(iii) Legible.
iv) On paper of not less than 13 (17x22-500) pound weight.
(f) If the instrument is executed after April 1, 1997, each sheet of the instrument
complies with all of the following requirements:
(i) Has a margin of unprinted space that is at least 2 ½ inches at the top of the
first page and at least ½ inch on all remaining sides of each page.
(ii) Subject to subsection (3), displays on the first line of print on the first page of
the instrument a single statement identifying the recordable event that the instrument evidences.
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(iii) Is electronically, mechanically, or hand printed in 10-point type or the
equivalent of 10-point type.
(iv) Is legibly printed in black ink on white paper that is not less than 20-pound
weight.
(v) Is not less than 8 ½ inches wide and 11 inches long or more than 8 ½ inches
wide and 14 inches long.
(vi) Contains no attachment that is less than 8 ½ inches wide and 11 inches long
or more than 8 ½ inches wide and 14 inches long.
(g) Unless state or federal law, rule, regulation, or court order or rule requires that all or
more than 4 sequential digits of the social security number appear in the instrument, beginning
on 1 of the following dates the first 5 digits of any social security number appearing in or on the
instrument are obscured or removed:
(i) Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), the effective date of the amendatory
act that added this subdivision.
(ii) For an instrument presented to the register of deeds by the department of
treasury, April 1, 2008.
(h) A conveyance that meets 1 of the following:
(i) A transfer between any corporation and its stockholders or creditors, between
any limited liability company and its members or creditors, between any partnership and its
partners or creditors, or between a trust and its beneficiaries or creditors when the transfer is to
effectuate a dissolution of the corporation, limited liability company, partnership, or trust and it is
necessary to transfer the title of real property from the entity to the stockholders, members,
partners, beneficiaries, or creditors.
(ii) A transfer between any limited liability company and its members if the
ownership interests in the limited liability company are held by the same persons and in the
same proportion as in the limited liability company prior to the transfer.
(iii) A transfer between any partnership and its partners if the ownership interests
in the partnership are held by the same persons and in the same proportion as in the
partnership prior to the transfer.
(iv) A transfer of a controlling interest in an entity with an interest in real property
if the transfer of the real property would qualify for exemption if the transfer had been
accomplished by deed to the real property between the persons that were parties to the transfer
of the controlling interest.
(v) A transfer in connection with the reorganization of an entity and the beneficial
ownership is not changed.
(i) A written instrument evidencing the transfer of mineral rights and interests.
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(j) A written instrument creating a joint tenancy between 2 or more persons if at least 1 of
the persons already owns the property.
(k) A transfer made pursuant to a bona fide sales agreement made before the date the
tax is imposed under sections 3 and 4, if the sales agreement cannot be withdrawn or altered,
or contains a fixed price not subject to change or modification.
(l) A written instrument evidencing a contract or transfer of property to a person
sufficiently related to the transferor to be considered a single employer with the transferor under
section 414(b) or (c) of the internal revenue code of 1986, 26 USC 414.
(m) A written instrument conveying an interest in property for which an exemption is
claimed under section 7cc of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.7cc, if the
state equalized valuation of that property is equal to or lesser than the state equalized valuation
on the date of purchase or on the date of acquisition by the seller or transferor for that same
interest in property. If after an exemption is claimed under this subsection, the sale or transfer
of property is found by the treasurer to be at a value other than the true cash value, then a
penalty equal to 20% of the tax shall be assessed in addition to the tax due under this act to the
seller or transferor.
(n) A written instrument transferring an interest in property pursuant to a foreclosure of a
mortgage including a written instrument given in lieu of foreclosure of a mortgage. This
exemption does not apply to a subsequent transfer of the foreclosed property by the entity that
foreclosed on the mortgage.
(o) A written instrument conveying an interest from a religious society in property exempt
from the collection of taxes under section 7s of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL
211.7s, to a religious society if that property continues to be exempt from the collection of taxes
under section 7s of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.7s.

History: 1993, Act 330, Eff. Apr. 1, 1944;--Am. 194, Act 3, Eff. Mar. 30, 1994;--Am. Act 255, Imd. Eff.
July 5, 1944;--Am. 2000, Act 203, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000;--Am. 203, Act 128, Eff. Jan. 1, 2004;-- Am.
208, Act 473, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007
Compiler's Notes: Enacting section 2 of Act 473 of 2088 provides:"Enacting section 2. This amendatory
act shall take effect January 1, 2007."
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